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Idaho
SOURCE: Source: Rules of the Department of Environmental Quality, IDAPA 58.01.02, Water Quality
Standards and Wastewater Treatment Requirements, amended April 5, 2000:
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0102.pdf and
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/rules/idapa58/58index.htm

3. Definitions

04. Beneficial Use. Any of the various uses which may be made of the water of Idaho, including, but
not limited to, domestic water supplies, industrial water supplies, agricultural water supplies, navigation,
recreation in and on the water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics. The beneficial use is dependent upon
actual use, the ability of the water to support a non-existing use either now or in the future, and its
likelihood of being used in a given manner. The use of water for the purpose of wastewater dilution or
as a receiving water for a waste treatment facility effluent is not a beneficial use. (8-24-94)

05. Aquatic Species. Any plant or animal that lives at least part of its life in the water column or benthic
portion of waters of the state. (8-24-94)

11. Biological Monitoring or Biomonitoring. The use of a biological entity as a detector and its
response as a measure to determine environmental conditions. Toxicity tests and biological surveys,
including habitat monitoring, are common biomonitoring methods.
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23. Desirable Species. Species indigenous to the area or those introduced by the Idaho Department
of Fish and Game.

71. Outstanding Resource Water (ORW). A high quality water, such as water of national and state
parks and wildlife refuges and water of exceptional recreational or ecological significance, which has
been designated by the legislature and subsequently listed in this chapter. ORW constitutes an
outstanding national or state resource that requires protection from point and nonpoint source activities
that may lower water quality. (3-20-97)

85. Reference Stream Or Condition. A water body which represents the minimum conditions necessary
to fully support the applicable designated beneficial uses as further specified in these rules, or natural
conditions with few impacts from human activities and which are representative of the highest level of
support attainable in the basin. In highly mineralized areas or in the absence of such reference streams
or water bodies, the Director, in consultation with the basin advisory group and the technical advisors
to it, may define appropriate hypothetical reference conditions or may use monitoring data specific to
the site in question to determine conditions in which the beneficial uses are fully supported. 

87. Resident Species. Those species that commonly occur in a site including those that occur only
seasonally or intermittently. This includes the species, genera, families, orders, classes, and phyla that:
(8-24-94)
a. Are usually present at the site; (8-24-94)
b. Are present only seasonally due to migration; (8-24-94)
c. Are present intermittently because they periodically return or extend their ranges into the site; (8-24-

94)
d. Were present at the site in the past but are not currently due to degraded conditions, and are

expected to be present at the site when conditions improve; and (8-24-94)
e. Are present in nearby bodies of water but are not currently present at the site due to degraded

conditions, and are expected to be present at the site when conditions improve. (8-24-94)

111. Unique Ecological Significance. The attribute of any stream or water body which is inhabited or
supports an endangered or threatened species of plant or animal or a species of special concern
identified by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, which provides anadromous fish passage, or
which provides spawning or rearing habitat for anadromous or desirable species of lake dwelling fishes.

53. BENEFICIAL USE SUPPORT STATUS.
In determining whether a water body fully supports designated and existing beneficial uses, the Department
shall determine whether all of the applicable water quality standards are being achieved, including any
criteria developed pursuant to these rules, and whether a healthy, balanced biological community is present.
The Department shall utilize biological and aquatic habitat parameters listed below and in the current version
of the “Water Body Assessment Guidance”, as published by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality,
as a guide to assist in the assessment of beneficial use status. Revisions to this guidance will made after
notice and an opportunity for public comment. These parameters are not to be considered or treated as
individual water quality criteria or otherwise interpreted or applied as water quality standards. (4-5-00)

01. Aquatic Habitat Parameters. These parameters may include, but are not limited to, stream width,
stream depth, stream shade, measurements of sediment impacts, bank stability, water flows, and other
physical characteristics of the stream that affect habitat for fish, macroinvertebrates or other aquatic life;
and (3-20-97)

02. Biological Parameters. These parameters may include, but are not limited to, evaluation of aquatic
macroinvertebrates including Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera and Trichoptera (EPT), Hilsenhoff Biotic Index,
measures of functional feeding groups, and the variety and number of fish or other aquatic life to
determine biologicalcommunity diversity and functionality.

100. SURFACE WATER USE DESIGNATIONS.

01. Aquatic Life. (7-1-93)
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a. Cold water (COLD): water quality appropriate for the protection and maintenance of a viable aquatic
life community for cold water species. (4-5-00)

b. Salmonid spawning: waters which provide or could provide a habitat for active self-propagating
populations of salmonid fishes. (7-1-93)

c. Seasonal cold water (SC): water quality appropriate for the protection and maintenance of a viable
aquatic life community of cool and cold water species, where cold water aquatic life may be absent
during, or tolerant of , seasonally warm temperatures. (4-5-00)

d. Warm water (WARM): water quality appropriate for the protection and maintenance of a viable
aquatic life community for warm water species. (4-5-00)

e. Modified (MOD): water quality appropriate for an aquatic life community that is limited due to one
(1) or more conditions set forth in 40 CFR 131.10(g) which preclude attainment of reference streams
or conditions.

04. Wildlife Habitats. Water quality appropriate for wildlife habitats. This use applies to all surface
waters of the state. (4-5-00)


